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Abstract 

Thailand and Indonesia,  especially Java, are tropical country and located in Southeast Asia. Both of 
two countries have a long relationship. There is much cooperation in the fields of economy, society, 
and culture. In the historical perspective, The relations between ancient Thailand and Indonesia 
dated back to 8th century during the era of Srivijaya empire. Long relationships it the cause of 
dissemination of culture and acculturation. The study used the descriptive qualitative method. Data 
were elicited from the document. This research aims to study the cultural similarities between Thai 
and Javanese. The study results, similar cultural can be divided into 7 topics as follows: literature, 
ceremonies, social structure, language, occupation, art, and cuisine.  
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A. Introduction 

Thailand or officially the Kingdom of Thailand is popularly known as “Land of smile” because of 
Thai people always smile. But in fact “Thailand” means “Land of the free”. Thailand has never 
been colonized by any of the Western Powers, and people have always been free. Thailand is 
located at the center of the Indochinese peninsula in Southeast Asia, bordering Myanmar in the 
west, Laos in the north, Cambodia in the east, and Malaysia in the south. This country is 51st 
largest country in the world with approximately 513,254 square kilometers with a current 
population of around 80 million. Thai people are Buddhists 93%,  Islam 5%, Christianity 1.2% and 
‘other’ or non-religious category account for 0.8%. The country can be divided into four main 
geographical regions: the North, the Central Plains, the Northeast, and the South, which are then 
divided into 76 provinces. The capital city of Thailand is Bangkok. Because of the location of 
Thailand lies between Cambodia, Myanmar, and Laos, with the Gulf of Thailand to its south. Its 
culture mixes strong Indian influences and Chinese traditions. Moreover, It is influenced primarily 
by Animism, Hindu, and Buddhism. Each part of the country is diverse in culture and tradition 
from the others and that elements are uniquely Thai.  

Java is the name of one island in Indonesia. Geographically, Java island located at the southern of 
Indonesia. The west is bordered by Sumatran island, and on the east by Bali island. Java island is 
administratively divided into six provinces: Banten, West Java, Central Java, East Java, Yogyakarta 
Special Region, and Capital District of Jakarta. Five largest and most populous city in Indonesia are 
in Java, namely Jakarta, Surabaya, Yogyakarta, Semarang, and Bandung. Java island has 
approximately 138,793.6 square kilometers. There are approximately 136 million people live on this 
island. The majority ethnic population of Java island is Javanese. Java is the most populous island in 
the world.  

Javanese culture is the culture of the Javanese ethnic group in Indonesia, part of the Indonesian 
culture. Javanese culture is centered in the Central Java, Yogyakarta and East Java provinces of 
Indonesia A majority of the Javanese people identify themselves as Muslims, with a minority 
identifying as Christians and Hindus. However, Javanese civilization has been influenced by more 
than a millennium of interactions between the native animism and the Indian Hindu—Buddhist 
culture, and this influence is still visible in Javanese history, culture, traditions, and art forms. 

In the historical perspective, The relations between ancient Thailand and Indonesia dated back to 
8th century during the era of Srivijaya empire. Long relationships it the cause of dissemination of 
culture and acculturation.  
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B. Result and Discussion 

Thai and Javanese culture are similar that can be divided into 7 topics as follows: literature, 
ceremonies, social structure, language, occupation, art, and cuisine.  

 

C. Literature 

No ancient Indian literature is as great as the epic masterpieces "Mahabharata" and "Ramayana" as 
part of the holy scriptures of the Brahmin and Hindu religion. It is both a record of the great 
history and literature of the world. Even through the millennia, these two epics can still stand as the 
world's oldest opus. About 1,500 - 1,800 years ago, civilizations from India were brought in by 
merchants and priests traveling by ship to South East Asia to trade and evangelize. The two epics 
spread into the region. In Southeast Asia, priests and elite, who are Hindu Brahmins, use this holy 
scripture to support their position. Indonesia is a country where the Mahabharata still has the 
strongest influential. Thailand got that influence through from the ancient Khmer or Cambodia in 
the present. Ramayana is popular in Southeast Asia such as Laos, Myanmar, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
and Thailand. In every place will has a different story but same plot. That is the war between the 
Rama and Ravana.  

In Thailand, the name of Ramayana is Ramakien. Moreover, main character name was changed 
also. Rama and Sinta were changed to be Praram and Sida. And Ravana was change to be Tossakan. 
While the main story is identical to that of the Ramayana, many other aspects were transposed into 
a Thai context. 

The Mahabharata in Thailand is not as popular as the Ramayana. Maybe because of Ramayana has 
the content that clearly expresses the wrong and the right thing. But Mahabharata has the content 
about the war between sibling.  

Not just Ramayana and Mahabharata, there are Panji (formerly spelled Pandji) was a legendary 

prince in East Java, Indonesia. In Thailand, he is called Inao or Enau (Thai: อเิหนา). Inao is one of 
Thailand's oldest literature. It is known for a long time from Ayutthaya period. Thailand got this 
story from a Pattani captive around in 1189-1758. But in Thailand, there is two version the content 
of  Inao is different from the original Panji. 

 

D. Ceremonies 

In Thailand, there are two ceremonies that similar with Java. That is Selapanan and gotong-royong. 
Selapanan or in Thai language is Kon Phom Fai. 

Kon Phom Fai is one of traditional ceremonies for Thai people. Beliefs of Thai people, nail and 
hair that the baby got from womb’s mother is not clean. So, it must shave. This ceremony will hold 
when someone has a baby and it is about one month old. This ceremony will lead by monks. The 
purpose of this ceremony is to pray for the baby that he will be a good boy later and also to ask for 
his safety and success along his life. After the prayer, a monk will shave the baby’s hair to symbolize 
that the baby will grow well in the future. After that their parent will take the baby to crib. Baby’s 
hair will float and keep just some part.     

Moreover, there is Gotong-royong or the name of this ceremony in Thai language is Long kaek. 
Long kaek is a traditional ceremony that shows the kindness to help each other. Normally, Long 
kaek will hold when harvest season. When the harvest day is coming, the farmer will tell his 
neighbor and their neighbor will come to help and work together.  On that ceremony will be held 
without money but they will welcome each other with many kinds of food drinking and cigarettes. 
When another neighbor will harvest that farmer will come to help also.  
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E. Social  Structure 

In Thailand and Java(Yogyakarta and Surakarta), there are King or Sultan. In the past, both King 
and Sultan have the power of governance. But now the status and power of the king have changed. 
In Thailand, The Revolution of 1932 brought an end to the absolute monarchy and replaced it with 
a constitutional monarchy. However, Thai people still respect King and the Royal family. When a 
person will speak with or talk about  King and his royal family, they have to use royal language 
similar to Sultan of Java. When addressing to the Sultan, a person is expected to speak in the 
refined "kromo inggil", but today formal Indonesia language is also accepted. But for Thai people, 
Royal language is a lesson in Elementary school so everyone must study it.  

 

F. Language 

The languages of Southeast Asia consist of tongues belonging to more than one language family. 
Dominant families in the region include the Tai-Kadai (to which the Thai language belongs), 
Austronesian (such as Bahasa Malaysia and Indonesia as well as most Philippine languages). Both 
Javanese and Thai language still has influence from Sanskrit. Through the history of nation-
building, Thai and Javanese people interacted with other language speakers. In this case, the 
interacted with Indian merchants who also brought their literature, religion, and culture. In 
Thailand, Sanskrit words come to Thailand through religion scripture and literature. Thai and 
Javanese speakers adopted Sanskrit words for enriching their own vocabularies. In literature that 
writes in Sanskrit words. Normally, will relate with King and family. They use Royal language and 
mostly that Royal language will use in Thai royal language and use as literary language. 

 

G. Occupation 

Thailand and Indonesia,  especially Java, are tropical country and located in Southeast Asia. There 
are same climate and landscape. Both countries are the countries that the most of the population 
work as agricultural. For Thailand, mainly agricultural products exported is rice and rubber but 
livestock farming is also the high proportion of economic income. In addition, the same occupation 
between Thai and Javanese people are Batik Making. Evidence of batik work has been found all 
over the Middle East, India and Central Asia however, for a long time it has been most prevalent in 
Java, Indonesia. Thailand's batik making industry is popular in the south that got influence from 
Indonesia-Malaysia.  The unique Thailand's batik is colorful. Mostly, the design is from natural such 
as fish and sea. 

 

H. Art 

There is Thai’s idiom that “Music has no border”. This idiom is true. Especially about assimilation 
cultural between Thailand and Indonesia that can see clearly through traditional musical instrument. 
There are many traditional musical instruments that similar between Thailand and Javanese such as 
Angklung, Serune  Kalee and Gong. Moreover, there is similar performance, that is Wayang kulit 
also.    

Name of Angklung in Thai language is Ang-ka-lung. History of Ang-ka-lung is this music 
instrument brought from Indonesia by Luangpradit Phairoh on around 1908 during the reign of 
King Rama fifth. He went to Java with Panurangsri Sawangwong, prince of Thailand. Angklung, 
that brought from Java, is paired-type. There are 2 pipes of bamboo with 5 note, it has a large size 
and very heavy so cannot be lifted and shaken. After Angklung came to Thailand, there is 
development into 3 pipe bamboo and reduce the size make lighter and increase note to be 7.  

Seruna Kalee is one of traditional Acehnese musical instruments. There are some people say that 
this instrument comes from China. This musical instrument is not only used in Aceh or in 
Indonesia, but also in Srilanka, Malaysia, and Thailand. Traditional Thai music instrument that 
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similar to Serune Kalee is Peejawa. Peejava is thought to be influenced or adapted from Peechanai 
from India. There is some book claim that Pee java got influence from Java or Indonesia. In past, 
Peejava is used in Royal ceremonies but now a day Peejava is using in many ceremonies such as 
Muai Thai(Thai boxing) and traditional long boat racing. 

Gong is an East and Southeast Asian musical percussion instrument. In Indonesian, Gong is a 
traditional Javanese musical instrument. Gong is included in one of the Gamelan. In Thailand, we 
call Khong. There are several sizes and made from metal (bronze and copper). Gong is always 
found in temples because Thais believe Gong is one of the musical instrument that its sound can 
communicate with God. Thai people will hit Gong before start the ceremony or after do the merit. 

Wayang kulit or Shadowplay which is also known as shadow puppetry is an ancient form of 
storytelling and entertainment which uses flat articulated cut-out figures (shadow puppets) which 
are held between a source of light and a translucent screen or scrim. Shadow play is popular in 
various cultures, among both children and adults in many countries around the world. Currently, 
there are more than 20 countries known to have shadow show troupes. Shadow play is an old 
tradition and it has a long history in Southeast Asia; especially in Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, and 
Cambodia.  

Shadow theatre in Thailand is called Nang Yai; in the south, there is a tradition called Nang Talung. 
Nang Yai puppets are normally made of cow skin and rattan. Performances are normally 
accompanied by a combination of songs and chants. But it now incorporates newly invented stories 
with contemporary music and technique -creating a vibrant, popular appeal among its regional 
audience, particularly in urban centers and on television. 

 

I. Cuisine 

Almost all of the fruits and vegetables are grown in Thailand can be grown in Indonesia as well. 
That means we have same ingredients. Some menu of Thai food, it’s similar with Indonesia food 
such as Sate, Gado-Gado, Serabi dan Rujak.   

Satay originated on the Indonesian island of Java. It is available almost anywhere in Indonesia, 
where it has become a national dish. It is also popular in many other Southeast Asian countries, 
including Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei, Philippines, and Thailand. Thai people call this menu that  
Satay. Satay is a popular dish in Thailand. Usually served with peanut sauce and Achad, Thai satay 
have various recipes, from chicken, beef, and pork. Most of Thai people eat Satay with grilled 
bread.  

Salad Kaek, This is a Southern Thai, Muslim, salad similar to Indonesian Gado-gado. Kaek in Thai 
language means people who are Muslim or come from India. The different thing between Salad 
kaek and Gado-gado is  Salad kaek will use fresh vegetables different from Gado-gado that will use 
boiled vegetables. Both Gado-gado and Salad kaek served with peanut sauce.  

Serabi also knew in Thailand as Khanom khrok. Khanom khrok or coconut-rice pancakes are one 
of the ancient Thai desserts. They are prepared by mixing rice flour, sugar, and coconut milk to 
form a dough. Usually, khanom khrok is composed of two batters, one salty and one sweet. They 
are made on a special cast-iron pan. Khanom khrok is fragrant, sweet and the texture is also 
smooth from the coconut milk and has many several topping. It can also be found in Bangladesh, 
Myanmar, Laos.  

Rujak or Nam-pla-wan in Thail language. Nam-pla-wan is Thai sweet and salty fruit dipping sauce. 
Salty from fish sauce. Sweet from coconut palm sugar. The other ingredients are chili, dry and small 
shrimp, shalots. Thai people will eat Namplawan with green mango. 
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J. Conclusion 

The results of the study showed the cause of the culture is similar. There are many factors such as 
location and relationship in the past. The cultural similarities between Thai and Javanese can be 
divided into 7 topics as follows: literature, ceremonies, social structure, language, occupation, art, 
and cuisine. 
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